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most powerful connection of the royal family. Supported by him and twenty thousand soldiers from the north, she would then have marched upon Edinburgh, and re-established Catholicism from one end of Scotland to the other. Events were not slow in proving the falsity of that charge.
Mary was very fond of the Prior of St. Andrews, whot was the son of James V. and a noble lady of the house Mar. She had been very beautiful in her younger days, and in spite of James' well-known passion for her, and the child which was the result of it, she had married Lord Douglas of Lochleven, by whom she had two other sons, half-brothers of the regent, the elder of whom was named William and the other George. Mary was not fairly seated upon the throne when she bestowed upon the Prior of Saint Andrews the title of Earl of Mar, which was that of his maternal ancestors; and as the Earldom of Murray had been extinct since the death of the famous Thomas Randolph, Mary, in her sisterly affection for James Stuart, soon added that distinction to those with which she had nlready honored hinv
But at this point matters became more complicated; for the new Earl of Murray, whose character is well-known, was not the num to be content with the title minus the estates; now the estates, which fell in to the crown when the male line of the old earls became extinct, had been gradually encroached upon by powerful neighbors, among whom was the celebrated Earl of Huntly, whom we mentioned a moment ago. The result was that, as tlxe Queen thought it probable that her commands would meet with some opposition in that direction, she put herself at the head of a small army, commanded by her brother, the Earl of Mar and